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M W a fcse array having a phrrality of fuses used in the vehicle and arranged M~. the base 

4 discrete circuits, wherein the common bus termin* is comply translation^ -oved *» 
_ onto theulm Hit, - 




28. 



(Twice Amended) A fuse box for a vehicle comprising: 
a base and a cover that is completely removed with respect to the base ; 
a common bus terminal that attaches to and is completely removed with one of the base 
^ the cover from me other of the base and cover, the terminal also removed completely from a 

plurality of discrete circuits; and 

a plurality of fuses used in the vehicle and housed between the base and the cover drat 
electrically couple to the common bus terminal and the plurality of discrete crrcutts. 



REMARKS 

This Response is to the final Office Action dated February 4, 2003. Claims 1 to 7, IS. to 
25 and 28 to 34 where pending previously. Claims 1 to 7, 19 to 25 and 28 » 34 stand rejected, 
in this Response, Claims 19 and 28 are being amended to p.ace the application in condrtion for 
aliowance. It is believed that no fee is due in connection with this response, however, please 
chargcDepositAccountNo.02-1818foranyfeesowed. 

h the final Office Action, Claims 1 to 7, 19 to 25 and 28 » 34 were rejected under 35 
USC §112, firs, paragraph, as confining subject matter that was no. described « the 
specification at the time the application was file,, ft. particular, the term "pl-lity o rows of 

. r*i*i>vi« 1 ^ 5 and 6 were rejected under 

axial fuses" in Claim 1 allegedly contains new matter. Claims 1, 3, 5 and 

35US.C. 5102(b) as being anticipated by U.S. Pa.cn. No. 3,905,013 to Lee ( ^ > « 
I rejectl ul 35 U.S.C. «10*9 - being obvious in view of Ue and U.S. Patent No. 
4 842, 34 ,0 Mobely e, al. CM-WO- C*n 7 was rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) as hemg 
obvious in view of.ee and U.S. Patent No. 5,823,819 to Kondo « al. <«• CUm. J. » 
te 23, 25, 28, 33 and 34 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. 8103(a) as being obvrous - vew of Zee 
and U.S. Paten. No. 2,496,732 to Lyman CW- » « " ™£ 

§10 3(a) as being obvious in view o, ^ and U.S. Pafcnt No. 5,227,759 » Hatagrsh, 
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• * ^ Claims 29 30 a»d 32 were rejected unde, U.S.C. §103(a) as being obvious in 
C ""V™. N0 4706,059.0^^^. Cairn 3. was rejected under 
tow ofi« and U.S. Patent no. <t,'uo, p„„, No 5 095 297 to Perreault et 

35 U.S.C. §103(a) as bring obvious in view of Ue and US. Patent No. 5.095,297 

4 C "Z^ the re^on of Ciaims X9 * 25 and 2S to 34 «*r .1* « par^a* 
Iptaaiity Lws off.se, A**- note that d. prior amendments to Canns » and* 
ftses" It is therefore respectnuiy suta.^ tha, the §U2 reject ,s .nappUcable * On. 

on fl! thTLs 4. M Ota. ft. rows of automotive fcses are shown in —» 

L a— that patents** inventions can include new con^ons of Known tern. 
Sup J^lnr* ofn.es. an eletnent of Caun .. is prbvidedby Fi g urc .. It . — 
IZ iU2 sLdnl. that «he Figure is labeled prior art. Thete is support in the spectneauon 

.view the enbre. speetficabon » ^ ylisBtheBack6r0tm d O f*e 
rr-rr^S ^B^of^ on^—be 
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r r rw QViHed in the art does not need to 
see Figs. 3 to 5 in perspective to understand um w 

AppHcants have tended the station in accordance wtth Ftgore 1 < »-» ** 
pos^e termina, of ft. baUery supplies power * a ^ of row, of ft-. Th* 
^ mere* restates what shouid ahead, be unders^ by one of skill, namely, ~ «- 

ruses whichareahowntathepcrspootiveviewofFigarel. 

Regarding tie Section of Claims 1. 3, 5 and 6 ove, Ue, Applicants respeeuvely traverse 

pte anty of rows of ft.es as » *e Office Action, shows only a smgle row tffc- * 
UL to a base b. Accordingly, U. teaches away from the combma on of « « 
Claim 1, which calls for a _ bus assembly and a plurality of rows of fuses where, ft 

of rows of fuses. No other reference is cited to show that —on of ft--. Apples 
suhm,t respect ma, Claim ! has sufficient support m ^ ca^ 

Accordingly Claims 2 to 7 that depend therefrom are likewise 

:zz z r rVp— , - «. , ~ rr : — 

,01 • 9 ftnd 7 Claims 1 to 7 are therefore in condition for allowance. 
1m is completely — nally .emovable from a number of discrete cents. AppU a«s 

^" ^ Office Action admits ft- U. does not disc,ose fte " 

„ remedy * deficiency via appatams and 

namely, ftses 45 (It is uueresting to note ^ „ b ^ matte r 

only a single fuse accordingly, however, the Office Acuon 
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^ *. o f * « a — " — " such : f t 

made with respect to *e prior art bu, no. with «• »*« <° *» ° f *• ^ 

6*0.3 an apparatus with pancisC arc connect* to the base 
panelD cabies 40 and 41 arcanached to and arc remove w ifl >*c panel C. mthatnunner, 
Lb.es 40 and 4! lift away from pane. D with the pane. C. Fig. 6 does no, show a ™bns 
re movab.e with the cov* from a number of discrete *-»■ Moreover^ P- *J 
instructions or suggest as «o how i«s Kg. « apparatus cou.d be modi** .o prov,de« 
ft. apparatuses of Claims 19 and 28. to Fig. 6. rafter, cab.es 40 and 4, are «nu,^ » b 
removable wi* the cover so that spring contacts V connect electncaUy to eab.es 40 and 41 
can contact e.ectricaUy legs 24, which in turn are connected electrically to «^ *■» «| 
One would have to severe,, modify Ly^ to create the apparatus of Claims 19 and 28, wmch 
w„u,d: (i) be a hindsight reconstruction of those Cairns; and 09 reoutre significant structural 
Unctions » be deemed "inherently Known" since no art has been presented * show the 
combtoadcmofstrucWralelemetfsofClaimsl9and28. 

in view of the foregoing, Applicants respectfully submit tot Clarms 19 and 28 as 
amende, ate distinguished partly over Lee and Ly^ tata. or m combinanoo. 

Accordingly, Claims 20 to 25 and 29 to 34 that depend respectfully thereto* « 
distingaished over tee and Lyman. Also, applicants respectfully submit that the ^ ^ 

hase Claims 19 and 28 renders moo, tie obviousness rejections Clauns 24 and 29 U 
therefore respectfoUy submited « Claims 19 ,0 25 and 28 to 34 are in condtUon for «. 

An earnest endeavor has been made » place this application m condthon for fonna. 
a Uowanee and an auowance indicating same is courteously so.ici.ed. This 
sent by fax with the hope that if the case is no, in condition for allowance, an Adv,sory Acuon 

same is proved m as soon as possible, .f the Examiner has any 
ta abovt Response, Applied respectfully reaues, mat the Exarmner contact me attorney 
designated below to discuss the Response. 
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MX* hereto U a -ion of «. ch^es ,o *. 

Respectfully submitted, 
BELL, BOYD & LLOYD LLC 
BY 

Robert W. Connors 
Reg. No. 46,639 
P.O. Box 1135 

Chicago, Illinois 60690-1135 
Phone: (312) 807-4214 
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Tn the Sp ecification; 

. - *■ /4 pro s iinf 1 1 has been amended as follows: 
Theparagraphbeg.rmmgatpageS.hnell hash ^ 

In to embodiment iUusterted, <»w 44 -J^ 4 „ ^ 

^^Amntivc fuses. 



|n fh* Claims: 



Claim 19 has been amended as follows: 

volttEe ; « of — - - - -* ° f ^ « of ^ ^ 

mmxaeiK> .discrete circuit; and „ md ^ed between the base 

a ta e array having a plurahvy of tees used u. ^ ^ 

„f fcse box. the toes electrically connecting the common o 
md tbe cover of the to. »~ * y ^ 6om 

discrete M wherem the lcl M«** 
and translationauy reinserted onto the plurahty rus _ 
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Claim 28 has been amended as follows: 



(Twice Amended) A rose box for a vehicle comprising: 
abaseandacoverthatiscompletelyremoved.ithrcspccttothebase; 

a _ bus terminal that attaches to and is completely removed one of the has 

.dj:^ 

, 1 ,,,,itii. nlnmlitvrf Hi crrrete circuits , 
electrically couple to the common bus terminal andj^l^ty^ 
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